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Shanagarry, 22 May 1974 


4 


I'm typing this, Dai, for the sake of your eyes, and 


it takes up less room, much as I hate the impersonality 


fs 


machine, and badly tho’ I use it. - The s 


4 


full of interest and received with gratitude this morning 


Joan says you have remembered the words correctly - the 


Percy Grainger setting, and he says 'These two verses 
first collected by Miss Lucf¥ E. Broadwood, in 1906, and 
left out in this setting’. He gives them, then, as fol 

Six dukes stood before im, twelve razd him from the 


nine lords follerd MZ aftr'im in ther back mournin 


salck was their mournin and white was ther wand, 


But I'll be in Cork tomorrow or soon, and I'll have 


copy mate of it for you : for he tells you where it ca 


~~ 
= 
[te 
OQ 
oO 


He says 'This mixture of dialect and standard english 


ciation is typical of the old singers I have collecte 


they are trying to sing english, and the lovely dialect 


creep in an enrich unawares’. 


The hkstorical background is interesting - if its 
irst 


the duke was f44*F#K duke of Suffolk (of the second creation 


sing lines, the ones you admire so much, are omitted fron 


Inshire) and gives a list of the vowel pronunciati 


5 


pecaus 


Oo 
S 


Fee Ss : phe ae pen 
x dukes (you letter, 


/ 


PIUOR/ KEL EILERK/ BBL PLELNLEL ME PDLLG/ BABEL EOL) LL EL LELER/ DEKE 


Michael de la Pole, a Hull merchant, became 1l:rd chancel] 


and was made earltof Suffolk. He was attainted, and die 


Paris. His son Michael, second earl, died with Harry of 


outh at Harfleur, and his son. Michael, 


after wrads at Agincourt = and his brother William bec 


6 
—? 
~~ 


and the first duke - and he was murdered in I450. = why I 
dont know, but I read that he yas washed ashore near Dover, 
(The first earl, by thw way, was attainted because of his 
love of Richard II - which brings the whole story/ and song 
even closer to you). 

I've been reading the Welsh chapters in Powicke's 'Thir- 
teenth Century' ih the Oxford Host. of England : very good, 
bloody complicated ~ endless complexities crammed into so few 
years. I noted one thing that pleased me, and will please you: 
Powicke is speaking of the change in Welsh society in the I3th 
cent. 'On the one hand was the tribal and pastoral life within 
the borders of well-established and fiercely treasured lord- 
ships, centres of Welsh particularism ("Queen of the diff- 
erentiated sites .. . ")= on the other was the movement to- 


wards the union of the tribal patriae under the primacy of the 


prince of Snowdonia, or Gwynadd . . «' = It's his use of the 
word of which youre so fond = patria - that interested me. 
Vhat a vast part law played in those times ~ endless arguyents 
about legal forms, relaticnships, titles, obligations. Bloody 
interesting quotatiom from (possibly, says Powicke) a clerk in 


© : . L 


App Pecham's circle, who describes 'the Welsh as a Trojan de- 


bris swept into the wooded savagery of Cambria! which comes 
up in the very beautiful change at the top of page 95 of the 
Sleeping Lord, when you move from the sleeper to the sentry: 
‘Does he cock his weather-ear . . .these broken dregs of Troea 

- which reminds - I hope you got that piece I sent you about 


the S.L. - and that I didnt forget to enclose it - or that you 


thought it a load of nonsense - but I think that you probably 


forgot. 


I've just written to Meic Stephens o 


4 
; 


cil to tell him that I'm now engaged on 


book they me to write =- and to 


asked 


myself for so long that there ought to b 


the Anathemata, I've now at last decided 


start. Any piblisher will say that it i 


oO 


possiblt proposition, I fear: so I think 


Council and the Univ of Wales Press ough 
it. - Anyway, when I've made a start, I! 


see what you and there num 


211 you - who can help me e when 


at, somehow or other I ald 


she 


in england long enough to talk to you s 
The Mermaid affair - I'd just been r 


vw 


to Saunde s L in Agenda, binding like he 


section in the radio production. Well, a 


actor who did both Redriff and the N.C.O 


I thought, wonderful (Frank»Richards) 


TRY 
wy 


just right, I though 


and yet/k6s/ENKE 


Q 


Lor 


Cockney = he 


posh, assured, un-vulgar 


Bw) 
i 


lof 


the people’ - the right voice a 


elosely-in -touch-with= materials-and-to 


in his own domain, master o 


1.C.O. in the Fatigue - where the Welshm 


him too emotional) 


was nervous about doing it, bu 


- or rather it got hold of him: he 


moving: and he made the transition from 


the 'make yourself 
of the tremendous nature of this particu 
? 


wonderful build-up of awe and passion. 


De 


fine 


cr ge 
Su ba 4 ale 


Ba 
Sir hs wl 


scarce at the hand<ou 


3 


f the Welsh Arts Coune 


the little Dai Jones 


that after to 


“Urs 4 > 
saying 


Pat 


commentary on 


that I must make 


Q 
Ss commercially an im- 


elsh 


irts 


hat the 


wit6° do ti 


some! 


¥ 


ea 


Ja) le t ‘t 
send you a 


ber of oeople 


I 


say ‘'you', 


of 


$3 


way being 


ciently. 


eading your letter 


about the 
t the 


ermaid 


« in the Fatigue was, 
in Redriff he was not 


t, just the plain, 


? 


TOEDRLE VOLS EKE/ LOLLY 4 


skilled, independent, 


S, very much the 


Qc 
CAND 


i}  o 
ne was good, too, 


15 ta va 
nLCnN. 


an, Aubrey 


3, I thought, ter- 
t he abaolutely got 


ATTA 
as moved 


%eT 
WARS 


terribly 


the column-dodging 


t' = to the realisati 
lar occasio With a 


Wo 


We 


Lle'r Benglog' 


un= 


ry, 
Doss 


hold 


nt thro! 


*4F/ went tthro' the building like the thunderbolt of Zeus - d 
and it was followed by the ordered, inexorable,billowing wave 
of your own reading — I dont wonder Bernard, god bless and 
keep him, wept. 

By chance, looking for another book, I found a copy of a 
small gf/ZY de la Taille book which Tom published in 1930 = a sort 
of Mysterium Fidei without tears: but even so pretty hard to 


follow at times, because it assumes a knowledge of the contro- 


member what that was all about, except that some people got very 
heated about it. I think they accused de la T (wrongly) of 

z 
belittling Calvary by saying that the oblation on Sheethursday 
lie the immolation on Calvary unnecessary =- no, that's distor- 
ting even their distorted of de la T3; what I mean is that they 


when de la T says (of the supper) ‘He is no longer his ownthence-= 


" 


adds ‘that is why 


* 
3 


forth the grave claims him as its prey" and 
oriental inte preters of thts text tell us that three days and 
hree nights shall pass unbroken over the sepulchre of Ehrist 
before his resurrection', his opponents said that de la T was 
making Calvary into a mere appendage to the supper. But I'm 
muddled about this and I expect I have it wrong. 

But here's something of which I'm more certain. I was look=- 
ing at the (terribly bad) reproduction in the S.L. of your 
taratantara inscription = and was delighted with the comment on 
the facing page ~ the two'G's!’ at the end ~ ‘it's always B Com- 
pany', and thinking of Vergil's version of the Ennius lihe, and 
how interesting is Vergil's ‘artificiality’ in dropping the ( 


: ; 
taratantara, adding the 'aere canoro’ and then starting the nxt 


\ 


line with the wonderfully appropriate ‘'increpuit', which not |‘ 


NX 


only has the harsh sound of the trumpet, but also has the 

\ 
sense, in addition to the ‘crackling’ noise, af ‘upraiding’, 
of calling to order, of saying ‘jump to it" - as your N.C.O. 
in the Fatigue says, ‘and you can report for optio's party 
immediate . . sthat's now’ - Christ, one know's that partic- 
ular Blight-sergeant's intonation and accentuation of that 
word — and that's contained in Vergil's increpuit. 

Anothef Ennius thing - did you tell me this, or did I tell 
you, or did we speak of it from some other source - the lovely 
foreshadowing of Vexilla regis in Ennius' 'o magna templa 
caelitum Commixta stellis splendidis' - just the same rhythm - 
and the last three words forewhadow Vergil and through Ver- 

ceil Fortunatus again. This was one of the things that I tried 
to say (becasuse it runs on into your Arbor axed) at the Mer- 
maid; there were many young pople there, and someone, I forget 
who, told me that one young person said to him afterwards that 
they had been pleasexd by what I said about this opening of 
doors, by which one poet leads into another, and back again, 
because it gave them a new line of approach and opened things 
up for them, and made them see a pattern - and this pleased 
me greatly. 

However, I must stop no, very dear Dai = Ive got to devise 
some way of getting over again for there are many things I want 


to ask you. 
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Shanagarry, Co. Cork, 22.8.74 


It ks good of youyx, dearest Dai#, to take so much trouble - 
two letters I have to thank you for (the later one arrived 
in fact the day before the earlier one, so 1 waited for the 
latter before writing 
was gald tc see that I was more or less correct in what I 
half guessed. I see now that the reason why I asscoiated Mari- 
tain with the '0 the Academies! was what he says about how late 
it was that those arts which might dirty your hands or make 
your 

you sweat were included among the ‘liberal arts! (bd mention of 
Josh. Reynolds brings this out). ‘Hautes eagle-heights’ reminds 
me of walking with Bernard (God keep him) and Barbara and Tom thro! 
the pass of Roncesvalles and seeing the great eagles winging over 
the hautes, That ‘con flora calida etc! has a very pretty fig- 
ure thatbthe rhethoricians call chiasmus (i.e. like the letter 
ehd ), a cross-over , so te speak, ar criss-cross, I going with 
6 in language and 2 with 3; and then 1 going with 3 in meaning, 
and 2 with 4: and then by a happy chance the Jerries use caps 
for nouns, so that you can read 'Fauna’ and 'Flora’ as pastor- 
al and flower or spring goddesses. 

I'm sending you, if I may, the next bit with this, Middle 
Sea and Lear Sea — and here agin, I fear, I am asking you some 
questios, necessitated by loss of memory or mere stupidity and 
ignorance. 

twin= 

I was glad to have your #*#x-urbes note, for I had said to 
myself 'I can uncderstand twin-urbs better than twin-urbes'. 
The duality of the householder's house ( = which, seeing that 
the 'scriba' is 'doctus in regno caelorum', the reader is entit- 
led to take as the 'domus dei') is the duality of new and old; and 
the reader, again, may take this in as wide a sense as he cares, 


the new and old covenant, the balladic foreshadowings etc. The 


reference, by the way, is Matthew 13.52. 


2 
Urbs and civitas (this is only from Lewis & Short - which, 
I think, is probably under your feet) - urbs is primarily a 
walled city, and, as you say, was largely confined by classical 
writers to Bome (less so by the poets, e.g. at the very be-=- 
ginning of the Aeneid ‘Urbs antiqua fuit, Tyrii tenuere coloni!' 
and Dido, when pressing the Trojans to settle with her ‘Urbem 


quan statuo vestra est . . .'): and civitas was the body of ci- 


ves or, as we would say, the state. Jerome, of course,brought it 


u 


in more asp less as we say ‘city’. Oppidum correspnds to our 
town, tho’ this had, too, the original of rising up out of the 
plain (Greek pedon) ~ which gives peculiar force to Hissarlik 
as matriz for West~-oppida. 
with 

I was interested in what you say (in connection 4f the 
light in the eyes of the dead warriors) about the old Welsh lov= 
ing uses of the same word in some different grammatical form 
and different meaning - for this is the same sort of delight as 
one has in (Ana. p.98) 'to blanch / main and Ushant! =~ where 


the verb blanch echoes the adjective in 'blanchmains' going 


Light 
thro' the text, more and more of these things come to Z7/éks% and 
you'll see that I'm concerened about whether to note them or not 
- on the one hand, people, icluding myself can be stupic 
observant, and on the other hand you can spoil the delicacy by 
crudity of explanation. Any way, it's a great delight to me, 


pursuing these clues. Hell, I must stop now for the post. And 


many thanks, Dai for your writing and trouble. 
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